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The courage to make a difference Acting now on climate change

need, in an ever more interdependent world where crises touched
everywhere. Bali had provided a window of opportunity but the
multilateral system required leadership and an understanding of the global
implications and consequences in a changing world. Development, the
Commission agreed, had to go hand in hand with sustainability, not
dictated by markets alone and greater education was needed.

A Call from Antarctica

In connection with the Commission meeting in Chile, a group of the
participants visited Antarctica and Patagonia in the days prior to the
discussions in Santiago, from Friday 21 March to Sunday 23, to gain a
greater understanding at firsthand of the effects of climate change in that
part of the world.

At the Eduardo Frei Chilean base, located in one of the ‘hotspots’ of global
warming on the white continent, in the Antarctic peninsula which has
warmed faster than anywhere else in the Southern Hemisphere, the
political leaders were given briefings by those responsible for the base, one
of the largest in the region where some one hundred people are
permanently stationed, and by a leading glaciologist who made a
presentation on the dramatic and rapidly changing environmental
circumstances in the continent, affected by human activity in other parts of
the globe, resulting in collapsing ice shelves and less sea ice in areas of the
Antarctic where warm air and exposure to ocean waves were causing the
ice to break up.

From Antarctica, Ricardo Lagos on behalf of the participants appealed to
the international community to undertake a new path to preserve and
safeguard the environment for present and future generations.

The work goes on

The Commission will next meet in Sweden in September 2008, where it
will consider more in-depth ideas and proposals on financing, technology
transfers and mitigation, in advance of the UN Climate Change
Conference, in Poznan, Poland, in December 2008. The first Commission
seminar will take place in St Petersburg following this Congress on 14-15
July, with a focus on tackling climate change with economic growth based







WORKING FOR A WORLD IN PEACE

The fundamental commitment of the social democratic movement to lessen
conflict and reduce threats to peace in the world today remains as strong
and vital as ever. We must remember that our security is linked and coexists
with growing inequalities between rich and poor countries; with dramatic
migratory tensions; with an increasingly threatened environment; with
hunger and pandemics which always strike the weakest; with poverty and
the marginalisation of millions of people; and with the labour and sexual
exploitation of many children and women.

We in the International understand that the prospects for human progress,
for a fairer, more justly governed world, are greatest when people can live
free of conflict and without fear. And we know, too, that the task is never
completed, that working to achieve and preserve peace is a part of life,
virtually everywhere. The quest for peace - between nations, among
peoples, across boundaries of language, culture and faith - is fundamental
to the identity we share and a mission we will always embrace.

Building a more secure world

Our first Council following the last Congress in Sao Paulo was held in
Madrid on 7-8 February 2004, hosted by the Spanish Socialist Workers’
party, PSOE. The discussions centred on the main theme of “How do we
build upon the Social Democratic vision for a more secure world?” and
approximately 400 delegates from our members from every continent
participated.

Three specific panels were held under the main theme. The first was on
“Prospects for peace in the Middle East”, with contributions from leaders
and members of the Israeli, Palestinian and Jordanian member parties as
well as from other parties from that region and beyond; and the second
panel “Ensuring a democratic future for Iraq”, included the participation
of leaders and representatives from Iraqi parties and others. A Resolution
on the Middle East and another Resolution on Iraq were adopted by the
Council. A third panel discussion focused on “Regional efforts toward
greater security and democracy” with contributions by delegates from
other regions of the world.







The courage to make a difference Working for a world in peace

Such moments of violence and tragedy only reaffirmed and strengthened
the resolve of our International, as pursued collectively by all our member
parties in every region of the world, to eliminate terrorism everywhere and
bring to justice all those responsible for acts of terror, to strengthen peace,
to deepen democracy and to guarantee respect for human rights.

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict

The International has been closely involved and our presence felt in the
Middle East region for many years during this major conflict deeply
affecting both Palestinians and Israelis. Our solidarity with the people there
and their dreams for a more peaceful, prosperous future has been steadfast
during even the most difficult moments. We have remained committed to
supporting all possible efforts in the region to achieve peace, ensure respect
for human rights, provide economic opportunities for all its citizens and
strengthen democratic governance based on social democratic values.
Recognising the Middle East’s important place in the world, we firmly
believe in the crucial role of the international community in achieving a
lasting peace in the region and are convinced that there will be no solution,

nor peace, without dialogue and negotiation.

Our work in the Middle East following the Congress in Sao Paulo, included
in December 2003, our attendance at the signing of the Geneva Accords, a
peace initiative launched by a wide array of Israeli and Palestinian civic
leaders, begun nearly three years previously by Yossi Beilin and Yasser
Abed Rabbo after the last official talks between Israel and the Palestinians
had ended, with the intention that Israeli and Palestinian leaders would be
encouraged to return to the negotiating table and we shared in that hope.

At our Council meeting in Madrid in February 2004, we had urged both
parties in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict to abstain from all use of violence
and implement a ceasefire, reiterating the demand for an immediate
resumption of negotiations based on the roadmap, which could lead to a
Palestinian state based on the 1967 borders with the possibility of land
swaps, a capital for both states in Jerusalem and a just solution to the
refugee problem. Following a decision taken by that Council, the Chair of
our Middle East Committee, Thorbjern Jagland, SI Vice-President Massimo
D’Alema and myself, held talks in Brussels, Jerusalem, Ramallah and Tel
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circumstances, Thorbjorn Jagland, Chair of SIMEC, and myself held talks
on 1-2 November in Ramallah with Mahmoud Abbas, then responsible for
the Political leadership of the PLO and Ahmed Qurei, Prime Minister of
the Palestinian Authority. Later in Jericho, on the afternoon of November
2 in the first part of a two-day session of our Committee, we held
discussions with Nabil Shaath, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Palestinian Authority, Saeb Erekat, Minister for Negotiations and Abbas
Zaki, responsible for international relations of Fatah, among others. On
November 3, the Committee members convened in Jerusalem for a second
session, this time held at the Knesset, the Israeli Parliament, with the
participation of the leader of the Israeli Labour Party Shimon Peres, Amir
Peretz, Chairman of the Histadrut, as well as members of the leadership of
the Yachad party, including Abu Vilan. The deepening of the tensions in
the region, the increasing toll in human lives, the continuing spiral of
violence and the lack of a political horizon for peace in the Middle East -
major concerns for the Socialist International - formed the basis of the
discussions which sought to define, in advance of the Council meeting in
Johannesburg later that month, the most effective ways in which the
International could continue to actively support efforts for peace.

Sadly on 11 November 2004, the Palestinian people lost their President
Yasser Arafat and the Socialist International honoured his memory and his
legacy, as a symbol of the unity of the Palestinians and their aspirations for
the establishment of a state of their own. The Council at its meeting in
Johannesburg four days later paid tribute to Arafat and extended its
sympathy to the Palestinian people.

The International sent an observer delegation to the Palestinian Presidential
elections held on 9 January 2005. On this occasion we met in Ramallah with
representatives of the Palestinian Authority, members of the leadership of
Fatah, with Presidential candidate Mahmoud Abbas and with officials from
the Palestinian Central Elections Commission (CEC). On election day,
members of the delegation followed the voting in various electoral districts,
visiting polling stations in Jenin, Tulkarim, Nablus, Qalgilya, Ramallah,
Jericho, Bethlehem, Hebron, Gaza and East Jerusalem. Discussions after
the poll were again held with Fatah and with Palestinian officials, including
Foreign Minister Nabil Shaath. Following a collective evaluation by the
delegation, a statement was issued greeting the clear election of Mahmoud

13



























































































Thlmaliimm far 2 urnrld in neace

the coming weeks, and
pening a new political
1d Kosovo as well as

lopment.

e full engagement of the
’s commitment to remain
~hich was on the agenda
i later. We welcomed the
ratic forces in the Balkans,
»arties to be vital to the
















































ike a difference Giving migration 2 human face

1ing up and the cultural enrichment of diverse communities,












T maiavatinn a2 human face



























=







































e S e e e s L






































































































119



















T

\§=_'=|\ SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL

L.,_._.,/-

Published by

Socialist International

Maritime House
Old Town, Clapham
London SW4 0JW
United Kingdom






